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Abstract. In English language learning, speaking is considered one of the crucial skills that need to be developed for effective 

communication. Nevertheless, some students do not perform well during the presentations though they have spent effort and time 

on their presentations. Hence, the objective of this study is to explore the impact of oral presentations on Politeknik Kota Bharu 

students’ speaking skills. This study adopted a quantitative method and involved 54 respondents who answered online 

questionnaires for data collection. The data was gathered and analyzed via Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) 

version 25. Based on the findings, oral presentation has impacted the students positively in many aspects of language learning 

which have recorded a very high mean score.  Therefore, educators need to provide a supportive learning environment, offer 

constructive feedback, and incorporate a variety of speaking activities to enhance students' speaking skills effectively. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 
In Malaysia, polytechnics are one of the most chosen higher learning institutions by most SPM leavers to further 

their studies. Moreover, polytechnics are specialized in programs related to engineering, business, computer science, 

and management to fill in the semi-skilled labor in our country [5]. It is further elaborated that most of the students 

who chose this platform are usually those individuals who did not manage to be offered in other Public Higher 

Learning Institutions in Malaysia including the public universities. 

 
Just like other higher learning institutions or universities, polytechnics also offer English Language courses for their 

students. In English language learning, speaking is considered one of the crucial skills that need to be developed for 

effective communication [17], and to acquire the skill, an oral presentation is used to improve speaking skills. During 

the oral presentation, they are asked to regularly present their arguments, ideas, and opinions which will improve 

their oral presentation skills and help them in the future when they have graduated [8]. 

 

In contemporary language education, there exists a growing interest in the role of oral presentations as a pedagogical 

tool for enhancing students' speaking skills. Therefore, there is a need for comprehensive research to assess the direct 

impacts of presentation-based learning approaches on students' speaking proficiency. In a study done by Majamin 

[14], students can practice using the English language in a real-world learning setting and encourage independent 

learning through presentations. This study aims to investigate the specific effects of oral presentations on the 

development of speaking skills among Politeknik Kota Bharu students, such as vocabulary use, sentence structures 

in English, and overall communicative competence. By identifying the strengths and limitations of presentation-

focused language instruction, this research seeks to provide valuable insights that can inform language teaching 

methodologies and contribute to the ongoing discourse on effective language acquisition strategies. 
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LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

English Speaking skills 

 
In comparison to other languages, English is one of the easiest languages to learn, and among those four skills: 

speaking, writing, reading, and listening, speaking, and writing are the most necessary skills in having effective 

communication [1]. Not just that, to ensure the conversation can be understood, the speaker needs to know how to 

speak properly as to be effectively speaking, is a crucial skill not only in schools but as well as in professional life 

and it helps individuals to be successful in many life aspects [19], especially for the students who are furthering 

studies in their tertiary levels. 

 

To identify the level of speaking skills among undergraduate students, Kamal J I Badrasawi et al. [12] conducted 

research entitled ‘English Language Speaking Anxiety, Self-Confidence and Perceived Ability among Science and 

Technology Undergraduate Students: A Rasch Analysis’. The main objective of this paper was to analyze three 

elements related to English oral communication which are speaking anxiety, ability, and self-confidence. This study 

involved Science and Technology undergraduate students who are currently still in their 3rd and 4th-year students, 

and they are all from three different public universities. Based on the results, they showed that they were having 

speaking anxiety, had low self-confidence, and regarded themselves as having good ability in English oral 

communication. It is further explained that this study has found that students are still in need of English oral 

communication training as they are only confident when they talk about familiar situations. 

 

Moreover, there was also a study conducted particularly explored the main problems that speakers have when they 

are doing oral communication, and this study entitled ‘Oral Communication Problems Encountering English Major 

Students: Perspectives of Learners and Teachers in Palestinian EFL University Context’ has been explored by 

Abedrabu Abu Alyan [2]. This study involved 20 students and six senior teachers from a Palestinian university in 

Gaza. The findings have found that the main issues of oral communication are insufficient vocabulary, inaccurate 

pronunciation, and a shortage of exposure to the language. Not just that, it is also found that the reason why they 

were unable to express their ideas properly is due to their inability to involve themselves with reading and listening. 

 

The Impacts of Oral Presentation 
 

Students need to go through a comprehensive practice for them to successfully perform oral communication and one 

of the best initiatives is by performing oral presentations [24]. In learning the English language, the learners need to 

perform oral presentations as one of the strategies for enhancing language proficiency among the learners of a second 

language [20]. It is further elaborated that any language learners must have a real situation conversation so that they 

learn how to express themselves and enhance their oral performance. 

 

To know the impact of the oral presentation on English language learners, Hammad [11] has conducted research 

entitled ‘The impact of oral presentations on Al-Aqsa University EFL students' speaking performance, speaking 

anxiety and achievement in ELT Methodology. This study aimed to examine the efficacy of oral presentation in 

developing speaking performance and reducing the level of speaking anxiety in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) 

students at Al-Aqsa University. The researcher used four distinctive instruments in seeking data which were the 

standardized speaking test, open-ended questionnaires, speaking anxiety questionnaires, and achievement test. The 

findings showed that the oral presentation improved the performance of the students and assisted them in reducing 

their speaking anxiety while making oral communication. This is also in line with the study conducted by Riadil [23] 

which asserted that students would improve their performance in language learning as they master good oral 

presentation skills.  

 
Another study done by Katemba [13] claimed that students learn vocabulary better by performing oral presentations. 

This is because they become more engaged when presenting and use the vocabulary easily. With regards to the 

effects of oral presentation on students’ improvement in the tenses and sentence structures in English, Hammad [11] 

in her study asserted that the implementation of oral presentation has helped students in their language learning. This 

is because the students have learned the grammatical systems of the English language through presentations. They 

managed to produce correct sentences and perform their oral presentations successfully. 

 

Similarly, another research also explored the implications of oral presentations. Amir [4] in a study entitled 

‘Implications of Oral Presentation for Fostering Learners’ Autonomy: A Case Study with Saudi Learners Major in 

English as A Foreign Language’ has found that oral presentations have positively affected their motivation in 
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learning English, enhancing their confidence and self-esteem and encouraged them to become an active learner. The 

main objective of this investigation was to explore the impact of oral presentation by fostering their autonomy and 

this study was done using qualitative methodology. This study involved 15 participants who were English as a 

Foreign Language (EFL) students at Najran University, and they were interviewed using a focused group 

investigation. 

 
An additional investigation carried out by Akanda et al. [3] to explore the role of oral presentations in developing 

learner proficiency in speaking English claimed that the findings demonstrate the significance of oral presentations 

in the advancement of tertiary-level students' speaking abilities. Most students agreed that practicing oral 

presentations makes them better presenters. Accordingly, Astuti & Rohim [6] also found that students will acquire 

the speaking skills necessary to interact with others when they learn how to provide effective oral presentations. 

Furthermore, it will be the most efficient method of assisting students in honing their skills. 

Oral presentations offer several key benefits that can significantly impact motivation. This is because the students 

giving the presentations are free to determine what they want to discuss, what linguistic elements to utilize, and how 

they will break down the subject for their peers. A well-scaffolded presentation can provide several possibilities for 

students to enhance their English in a setting where they are both teachers and learners, with little to no assistance 

from the teacher [7]. In line with this, Putri [22] found that students get new experiences through oral presentations, 

and when audience members ask questions about the subject, they may feel inspired to talk more. They would gain 

greater confidence and learn how to conduct a formal conversation in front of others by employing this strategy. 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 
This study adopted a quantitative method to gather the data. One of the advantages of this type of methodology is 

the results can be generalized to the whole population due to the involvement of the random participants in a larger 

sample [15]. Thus, the researcher has decided to use online questionnaires as it is much easier and faster (Nayak & 

Narayan, 2019) for the researcher to run the survey. 

 

This study involved 54 first-semester students from Session 2(2021/2022) in Politeknik Kota Bharu as respondents 

who were chosen based on simple random sampling. The questionnaire was constructed using the Google Form 

application and it was based on two different research papers by Ngoc and Dung [17] and Phuong [21]. The questions 

were set into three different segments which were Section 1, Section 2, and Section 3. 

 

For Section 1, the respondents were requested to fill in the demographic information and for Section 2, the students 

were asked to choose the factors that they think could be the reason for their difficulties in doing the oral presentation. 

Finally, for Section 3, the students were given Likert Scale questions that are related to the impacts of an oral 

presentation on their speaking ability in the English language. In this section, they were asked about six different 

statements that are related to the research objective. Then the data was gathered and analyzed via Statistical Package 

for the Social Sciences (SPSS) version 25. The reliability for all the items was identified with the Cronbach Value 

of all items being α = 0.957. According to George and Mallery [10], Cronbach's Alpha value above 0.90 indicates 

excellent internal consistency, above 0.70 is good, above 0.60 is questionable, above 0.50 is poor, and below 0.50 is 

unacceptable. Therefore, the items are reliable for this study. Furthermore, the mean value for each construct was 

calculated to identify whether they each had a low, medium, or high position by referring to Oxford and Burry-Stock 

(1995), (refer to Table 1 below). 
 

TABLE 1: Mean Range Criterion (Oxford & Burry-Stock,1995) 

Range (Mean Score) Level 

3.5 – 5.0 High 

2.5 – 3.4 Medium 

1.0 – 2.4 Low 
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FINDINGS 

 
The analysis showed that oral presentation exposes the students to the grammatical system of the language including 

tenses and sentence structures with M=4.11, SD=0.816 while oral presentation helps the students to develop English 

vocabularies recorded M=4.22, SD=0.833. Other than that, the analysis for the third item which is “Oral presentation 

improves my performance in language learning” reached a high level of mean score with M=4.02, SD=0.921. For 

the following item, respondents stated that oral presentation teaches them on how to outline the conversation and 

produce better-spoken text with M=4.13, SD=0.912. Finally, the last two items in the questionnaire recorded the 

highest mean score which is 4.26, SD=0.757. Overall mean stated a very high level of the impacts of oral presentation 

on students’ speaking skills. Table 2 below shows the mean and standard deviation of the impacts of oral presentation. 

 

TABLE 2: The Mean and Standard Deviation of the Impacts  

 

Items Mean  

(M) 

Standard 

Deviation 

(SD) 

Oral presentation makes me learn the grammatical system of 

the English language including tenses and sentence 

structures 

4.11 0.816 

The oral presentation helps me to develop English 

vocabulary 

4.22 0.883 

Oral presentation improves my performance in language 

learning 

4.02 0.921 

The oral presentation teaches me how to start, develop, and 

close a conversation and produce better-spoken text 

4.13 0.912 

Oral Presentation helps me to know how to express ideas 

using the appropriate language for the audience, setting, and 

topic 

4.26 0.894 

Oral Presentation increases my motivation to learn English 4.26 0.757 

Cumulative mean 4.17 0.864 

 

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

 
Based on the data analysis, it is discovered that using oral presentation will affect the students positively in their 

English vocabulary, conversation, motivation, ability to express ideas properly, and strategically fix the 

communication breakdown. However, the major impact shown in the study is the ability of the students to express 

their ideas properly. 

 

This study has similar results to what Hammad [11] found in the study which stated that due to oral presentation, the 

students are now able to do their performance better and their motivation has increased. Amir [4] also stated that 

having an oral presentation will also improve the confidence level and be more motivated and this explains why the 

first-semester students in Politeknik Kota Bharu can express their opinions better. 

 

In conclusion, based on the objective of this study which is to explore the impacts of oral presentation on the students’ 

speaking skills it has been found that oral presentation has benefited the students in many aspects of language 

learning. These results will assist the polytechnic institutions in identifying the mechanism to help their students 

have better skills in English oral presentation. Through a comprehensive analysis of various aspects such as fluency, 

pronunciation, vocabulary use, and overall communicative competence, it becomes evident that oral presentations 

serve as a valuable pedagogical tool in fostering language proficiency. The positive effects observed in our research 

underscore the significance of integrating presentations into language education curricula. Hence, this study will also 

enhance the viewpoint of other educators in comparing the impacts that affected polytechnic students and other 

public university students. 

 

The practice of presenting not only enhances students' ability to articulate ideas effectively but also contributes to 

the refinement of pronunciation and fluency. The contextual use of vocabulary in presentations promotes vocabulary 

expansion, and the engagement in structured communication during presentations facilitates critical thinking skills. 

Moreover, the collaborative and interactive nature of presentations encourages peer collaboration, creating a dynamic 

learning environment. 
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However, it is essential to acknowledge the need for a nuanced approach to incorporating presentations into language 

instruction. While presentations offer numerous benefits, challenges such as anxiety or lack of preparation can impact 

their effectiveness. Therefore, educators should consider implementing supportive strategies, providing constructive 

feedback, and creating a positive learning environment to optimize the benefits of presentation-based learning. 

 

As we reflect on the outcomes of this study, it becomes clear that oral presentations play a pivotal role in language 

learning, aligning with the evolving landscape of effective language teaching methodologies. The insights gained 

from this research contribute to the ongoing dialogue on optimizing language acquisition strategies and underscore 

the importance of integrating presentations into language education for the holistic development of students’ 

speaking skills. Nevertheless, to improve the research in future studies, it is recommended that future researchers 

expand their number of participants and use more than one polytechnic institution to have a wider understanding of 

the effects of oral presentations on students’ speaking skills. Moreover, future researchers may also research other 

aspects such as the contributing factors and the ways to improve students’ speaking ability. 
 

REFERENCES 

 
1. Abdel-Rahman A., Mahmoud A., Samer M., & Fadi A. (2016). Improving English Language Speaking Skills of 

Ajloun National University Students. International Journal of English and Education; 5(3), pp.181-195 

2. Abedrabu A. (2013). Oral Communication Problems Encountering English Major Students: Perspectives of 

Learners and Teachers in Palestinian EFL University Context. Arab World English Journal; 4(3), pp.226-238. 

3. Akanda, Firoz & Marzan, Lulu & Islam, Md. (2022). The Role of Oral Presentations in Developing 

Undergraduate Learners' Speaking Skills in Bangladesh. IUBAT Review. 89-99. 10.3329/iubatr. v5i1.64595. 

4. Amir M. A. (2020). Implications Of Oral Presentation for Fostering Learners’ Autonomy: A Case Study with 

Saudi Learners Major in English as A Foreign Language. International Journal of English Language Teaching; 

8(2), pp.1-12. 

5. Anuar H., & Ahmad Z. M. A. (2010). Transformasi Kaedah Pengajaran di Politeknik: Kepentingan Media 

Animasi dalam Membina Kefahaman Jitu Pelajar Terhadap Isi Kandungan Abstrak. Seminar Kebangsaan 

Transformasi Pendidikan Teknikal MyTedt ; Hotel Emerald Sg. Petani, Kedah. 

6. Astuti, Retno & Rohim, Abdul. (2018). The effect of student presentation on the eleventh-grade student's 

speaking skill at sma negeri 24 kabupaten tangerang. Globish An English-Indonesian Journal for English 

Education and Culture. VII. 52-62. 10.31000/Globish. v7i1.842. 

7. Brooks G. (2015, March 31). Using oral presentations to improve students’ English language skills. Copyright 

© 2007-2008. http://hdl.handle.net/10236/13201 

8. Budi W., & Nur L. R. (2021). Developing Students’ English Oral Presentation Skills: Do Self-Confidence, 

Teacher Feedback, and English Proficiency Matter? MEXTESOL Journal; 45(3), pp.1-17. 

9. Guevara-Betancourt, S., & Albuja, F. F. (2020). English Majors’ Perceptions on Factors Influencing the 

Development of their Oral Fluency. RECUS Revista Electrónica Cooperación Universidad Sociedad; 5(1), pp.11-

18 

10. George, D., & Mallery, M. (2010). SPSS for Windows Step by Step: A Simple Guide and Reference, 17.0 update 

(10th ed.). Pearson 

11. Hammad, E. A. (2020). The impact of oral presentations on Al-Aqsa University EFL students' speaking 

performance, speaking anxiety and achievement in ELT Methodology. Journal of Second and Multiple Language 

Acquisition – JSMULA; 8(1), pp.1-27. 

12. Kamal J., Noor L. A. K., Ainol M. Z., Elia M. J., & Siti S. S. (2021). English Language Speaking Anxiety, Self-

Confidence and Perceived Ability among Science and Technology Undergraduate Students: A Rasch Analysis. 

Pertanika Journal: Social Sciences & Humanities; 29(S3), pp.309 - 334. 

13. Katemba, C. V. (2022). Vocabulary Enhancement through Presentation, Practice, Production (PPP) Method in 

the Rural EFL Classroom, JELPEDLIC, vol. 7, no. 1, pp. 88-101 

14. Majamin, Z. J. (2020). Oral Presentation Skills among Low Proficiency ESL Undergraduates. ProQuest 

Dissertations Publishing 

15. Md Shidur Rahman. (2017). The Advantages and Disadvantages of Using Qualitative and Quantitative 

Approaches and Methods in Language “Testing and Assessment’ Research: A Literature Review. Journal of 

Education and Learning. 2017; 6(1), pp.102-112. 

16. Nayak, M. S. D. P., & Narayan, K.A. (2019). Strengths and weaknesses of online surveys. OSR Journal of 

Humanities and Social Sciences (IOSR-JHSS); 24(5), pp. 31-38. 

17. Ngoc, D. T. B., & Dung, T. T. (2020). Key Factors Influencing Learners’ Oral Fluency in English Speaking 

Classes: A Case at A Public University in Vietnam. VNU Journal of Foreign Studies; 36(6), pp.93-108. 

18. Nor F. A., & Sidhu, G. K. (2013). Oral Presentation: Self-perceived Competence and Actual Performance among 

UiTM Business Faculty Students. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences; 90, pp.98 – 106). 

http://hdl.handle.net/10236/13201


DIGESTJMSK BIL 13 2024                                       ISSN 2289-3210/ e-ISSN 2756-8997                          https://digestjmskpkb.com  

 

Received 31 May 2024; Accepted 20 June; Publish online 30 June 2024                                                                                                                    33 

 

19. Ooi, W. Z., Norlisa A., Sarangapani, S., Song, S. J., Vejayan, L., & Harwati H. (2021). Speaking For Themselves: 

The Use of Learning Strategies for Speaking Skills Among Lower Secondary School ESL Learners. International 

Journal of Academic Research in Business and Social Sciences; 11(16), pp.1527–1546. 

20. Parmis, A. A., Pole, M. C. M., & Pinote, F. I. (2020). Students' oral presentation: Personality Traits, Difficulties, 

And Speaking Proficiency. International Journal of Current Research; 12(1), pp.9752-9756. 

21. Phuong, N. N. T. (2018). Factors Affecting Oral Presentations of the Second-Year English Majors at Hanoi 

University of Industry. International Journal of Advanced Research in Education & Technology (IJARET); 5(3), 

pp.39-44. 

22. Putri, A. F. Dana. (2019). Improving Students’ speaking ability through oral presentation. Tanjungpura 

University. 

23. Riadil, I. G. (2020). Does oral presentation affect the development of the student’s ability to speak in an EFL 

classroom. Social Sciences, Humanities and Education Journal (SHE Journal), 1(2), 13 – 21. DOI: 10.25273/she. 

v1i2.6622 

24. Živković, S. (2014). The Importance of Oral Presentations for University Students. Mediterranean Journal of 

Social Sciences. 2014; 5(19), pp.468-4 

 

 


